‘ 0-179% -0l Possible
N Sheovels

Pate: March 28, 1997 Time: about noon
‘ Blut -wnsed Teol
Length of observation: 40 minutes i
Her b yid
Number: One esach Sex: Male

Location: The Wheeler Machinery Faonds near Farmington Bay States
ReTuge

Elavation: 4200 Feet

Distance to bird: S0 to 200 Feet

It it Full sun to overcast

Optics used: Zelss 10 x 40 Binoculars

Weather: Partly cloudy with a north west wind to 1% MPH aestimated

T

Drscretion: The following discretion is of a duck bhat has to be a
Migh-bred bird. It fits no duck that I have ever seen pefore or that
I can find in any raference including one book of EBEurcpean and asian
cucles My own estimation of this duck 1s that 1t 15 & cross bebwean
a Northern Shovel and & Blug Wing Teal., obut T am not sure.

It was about the size of a shovier. The oill was black and
shaped much the sams as that of a shovlse and was aboult bhs sams
315 The head and neck wsrae blue grsen and the head had a thin
whilte line down the side in Front ob thse ave. This line was 1n aboutl
Lhe sama location as ths white crescent on a blug wing bteal but 1t
was much thinner and strailghtar. Atk the base of the neck bthaere wWwas a
White area put only about 20% of the whiits ares that in on a shovlers
breast. The Flanks wer rad color similar to a cinnamon teal
but not as dark and rich as the flanks of the clnnamen. The flanks
waire similair to the shovier’ s but the red went farthsr forward and
farther up the back and was a shade or two darker than that o2f bhe
shaovleaer. There was a dark avrsa on the back from ths neck to ths
g L. This area was narrow at bthe neck and widened towards the tail.
To was edgsd 1n whibs, The tall was dark to birack and latsrally

.

Fringsd 1n white. This oird nad dark eves and orangs legs.

,-\
w
(+1]
|t
1
G
o

Behavioi: It was swimming with ssveral shovliers when I f
s

rat saw it
but it spent most of the tims I was watching it by it’'s i

i
@lf.

Simiiar species: It was most like a snovler but the head strips and
color waera like a blue wWing teal. I have glassed thousands of

norther shovliers and I have never ssan anctheaer duck that was marked

the wav this bilrd was.

Referance Matsrial: Peitersons MWestern Birds., Natlonal Geographlc -
Field Guide, The Golden Field Guide, and the american Nature Guide

for ducks (this book containsg all Europsan and asian ducks).

4ll notes and sketches were made at the time of sighting.
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IT it would be possible for vou to identify this bird or give ms
any information on what it might be I would very much appreciate it.
I do not know if a N shovler, blue wing teal cross has ever baen
reported or if it is sven possible. I am including a sketch and I
apologies for it as I an no artist.

Calwvin A& Robbins ’ A/Zi2;2§;f/a
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181 W 1950 3
Bountiful, Qt 84010



