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UTAH ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Verification of Unusual Sight Record

Common Name: Painted Bunting Scientific Name:

Date:May 1, 1992  Time: Morning Length of time observed: Off and on all
morning.

Number: 2 Age: adult Sex: male

Location: 1537 E 1100 N Logan, UT

Latiiong: Elevation: 4500 feet

istance to bird: 25 feet or less Light conditionsy  excellent

I STRC,
fi Naicions:
10 x 40 Trinovid

Optical equipment:

Weather: Clear, calm

Description: (Write a detailed description of the bird's appearance, including size,
shape, plumage pattern, color, and any unique features.)

Esther Civille has been feeding birds at her home for many years and has become

a good-observor. Her sister Polly was visiting with her and Esther told her to

Took out for the lazuli buntings at the feeder. This is a Droll Yankee type on

a pole about 6 feet above ground (lawn). This is in full view from the bedroom
picture window. The feeder is about NNE of the window with no obstructions of

any kind between window and feeder and the ground beneath. Suddenly Polly called out
" Come here, here's a bird with red, blue and yellow on it." Polly had a field

guide " Birds of North America with her and said. "It's like the one on the cover of
this book. Esther and Polly kept on observing and soon spotted a second bunting.
These two birds stayed around all morning, sometimes on the feeder and other times
feeding on the millet that had dropped beneath the feeder. They checked three bird
guides. The National Geographic, Peterson's new Field Guide to Western Birds, and the
Golden Book with the three buntings on the cover. Esther commented that these 2
birds were " not the same color blue' as the lazuli buntings.

I visited with Esther and saw the exact spot where they could look out the bedroom
window at the unimpeded view of the feeder and the ground beneath. I can;t think of any
other species they might have confused them. I suspect you will not accept this record
as official. Yet I hope you will certainly list it as hypothetical or "not fully
substantiated." rather than just ignore it.
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Voice or call notes:

Behavior:

Habitat: Well-landscaped garden with bird feeder to which other buntings had been
coming as well as various finches

Zescribe what specific features you saw or heard that caused you to reach your conclusion:

«nat similar species might it have been and how were these eliminated:
Very familiar with lazuli buntings, but had never seen painted buntings before.

wWnat experience have you had with this and similar species:

Books, illustrations, and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:

see previous page

Significance of record in this area or the state:

First record for Cache County and I believe for Utah.
Additional material (attach drawing, photograph, tape recording in available):

Observer: e il Signature: lhw G
Address: see other page
Other observers who independently identified this bird: none.

Date prepared: Reported to Allen Stokes about May 15 ( Ella Sorensen has exact date ).
Return this form to: Utah Ornithological Society

C/0 ET11la Sorensen

3868 Marsha Drive

West Valley City, Utah 84120



