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To date I have chserved the Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis), always adult

males, on the following‘four dates, with the numbers and'duratian of each ob-
se?uation in parentheses: Dec.16,1888 (2 for S minutes); Dec.19,1989 (1 for 15.
minutes); Dec.21,1989 (1 for 7 minutes); and Dec.23,1989 (2 for 4 minutes).

All sightings were made in Moab, Utah, along the northeast edge of the Moab
sloughs, at elevation 4,870 feet (+20 feet). These sightings, with or without
the documented photos and detailed records, are the first known reportslaf this

-

species in Utah.

Description

They appeared to be 5-6 inches long, or about 3 inches shorter than the
nearby Am. Robins. Their perching stance was diagonal, in 2 squat, very short-
necked posture. The upper parts were uniformly on the pale side of dark blue,
including the shoulder area, plus the head at and above a line from below the
garpatch to the bill. A deep rich opague rusty color covered the area from
the breast/belly junction'(as in the Golden 1983 field guide, as opposed to
the National Gengraphic 1983 field guide where it extends onto the belly) up
to the chin, which was a small whitish patch. At times, the rust visibly ex-
tended onto the sides of the neck as much as perhaps % inch beyond the corner
of the folded wing, and the next instant it coulﬁ be invisible due to a slight
change in pustufe such as a head turn. The visibility of this patch also
seemed to decrease as the upward angle of view increased. The rust extended

down the flanks where it changed to white, and at the belly it ended sharply,

switching to the pure white of the belly and undertail coverts. There were
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no wingbars or eyerings. The darker blue and rust areas peint to the primary
("eastern"?) subspecies as Dppbsed to the southeastern Arizona subspecies with
its paler blue and more arange Tust.

A call was ;eard only on the first day. One bird twice gave a two-note call,
with at least the first note sounding like it started with a very soft "b" (as
if it was being transmuted into an nen), and each note ending in a soft sound,
samething like "fbur-fbur". These two notes were back-to-back, of about %

second duration together, and with a barely-burry flutelike quality at about

medium octave. I didnft note if the two notes were different in pitch.

The Events

On Dec.16, the two were found in a mature Fremont cottonwood grove that
straddled the ecotone line of dense tamarisks and a residential yard, where
they were not found again on Dec.17 and Dec.19. On the Dec.18 search, I re-
membered that an area about .86 mile away, where during most CBC's I had

% found Mountain Bluebirds, was devoid of them on this Dec.16. Since this was

possibly due to the presence of about 900 Eur. Starlings and 174 Am. Crows at
the same location on Dec.16, and which were now gone, I decided to check that
area again.

Both bluebird species were found there on that day and on my two subsequent
visits of Dec.21 & 23, with the Mountain Bluebirds' numbers always being 40 or

so. The habitat used here was: a horse pasture containing scattered low dried

grass clumps and 2-3-foot high stalks of dead annuals, with much of the soil
damp to wet from an overflowing irrigation ditch bordering one side; surrounded
by fence on all sides; and surrounded by Russian dlive trees on tuwo sides and

a line of planted young cottonwood trees on the nearest side.
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On all three days the Mountain Bluebirds used the young cottonwoods, the
fenceposts, and two nearby Russian olives for perching. On Dec.19 the Eastern
Bluebird was perched in two of the young cottonwoods the entire 15 minutes I
was present, until the last minute, when all the bluebirds flew up into the
tops of the mature cottonwoods in the campground behind me due to an approach-
ing Sharp-shinned Hawk. During my ne{t visit here on Dec.21, after % hour of
my 3 hours present, an E. Bluebird landed in one of the young cottonwoods, but
shortly moved to one of the nearby Russian olives where for the next 6 minutes
it made a few quick trips down to the ground amuné the tree's dense foliage,
after which it perched about 2 feet up in the tree's dense foliage for a shart
while. Then it disappeared for my remaining 2 hours and 20 minutes there.

During both Dec.18 & 21, the pasture was constantly used by the Mountain
Bluebirds for feeding, with the dead stalks of the annuals ;égularly used as
observation posts while feeding. Howeuér the E. Bluebirds were never observed
either on this ground oT on the stalks during eiﬁher day. This suggested that,
though the E. Bluebirds were at times using the same resting perches as the
Mountain Bluebirds, they were feeding in a different microhabitat nearby.

Sg when I arrived on Dec.23 and did not find the E. Bluebirds at the young
cottonwoods or in the pasture, I thought it worth while to check the Russian
olives on the far side of the pasture, which is where the two of that day were
found. First I saw one perched on an exposed Russian olive side branch, but it
quickly fleuw out of view into the heart of the tree's canopy. About a minute
jater two landed near each ufher in the topmost branches of a nearer Russian
olive, where they remained nicely visible as Ella Sorensen, et al. (I'm lousy

at remembering names) and I easily observed and discussed the features.
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Summary & Discussion

At least two separate aduit male Eastern Bluebirds were seen. All sightings
appeared to be of the darker primary subspecies as opposed to the southeastern
Arizona subspecies with its paler blue and more orange rust. Also, the rusty
underparts ended at the forward end of the belly as in the Golden field guide
instead of continuing onto the belly as in the National Geo. field guide.

Although the E. Bluebirds seen here seem to enjoy the company of Mountain
Bluebirds (perhaps mainly due to the absence of others of their own species),
and to at least occasionally use the same restingiperches, they seem to pre-
fer feeding within and/or under the cover of trees with a dense and low canopy
rather than in the open areas frequented by the Mountain Bluebirds. However,
at the approach of a potential threat, whether raptor or human, they seem to
be in the habit of flying to the uppermost branches of tree;‘(as on Dec.19 &
23), as the Mountain Bluebirds often dia.

Thus, though these four occasions were for short periods, they do suggest
some starting points for further searches of the E., Bluebird. Not likely to
find flocks of their own kind for company here in Utah, they are likely to
join flocks of Mountain Bluebirds and occasionally use the same resting perches
and high predator-observation perghes, but prefer feeding (and probably resting)

where there is more cover.



