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VERIFICATION OF UNUSUAL SIGHT RECORD FOR UTAH
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Description: (Write a detailed description of the bird's appearance, 1nc1ud1ng
size, shape, plumage pattern, color, and any unique features.)
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FZ@(‘P/(T é\d‘wttﬁ’ ubt@u‘zu,f _Qbﬁb“f‘i s Jo zo f’i’-
abowe ‘z’i’ﬁ’t'-btff-; “3‘3‘0?9.? Laf w ek Leaves

o

Habitat: ‘G_'j‘:cﬂ v jj oGk # i ./;15,? f“j‘tﬁ_ }C"’G '{PG’Q[. (o U\VL ) bé’ay 9-713

What similar species might it have been and how were these eliminated: p "
T o wn se ind . s bod <o w..f llé‘?‘“i?’ /'7 %Ié’ ’:Z"-‘“U head. .
zce we d o e liminate @uim’wlr c«-v-[*?e'r .
Vo Uow rowpecd - @ Swall Flock

%4 meE.  ater. | o bt s s o i Fferencex
What experience have you had with this and similar species: o
r » - s e f , &2
Nor ma | Luavﬁ&fcm.r o local] aud 'f”’;“[
mrsve e wasblers — 1o eriz. Species - Toir

B@g‘i- Lt o2 § '7<«-ar‘5
Books, illustrations, and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:

294{« s Eg;{,(__"ﬁ CI“}“ *QL Ul e C"“ﬁt” (@) b Cerva VI ay A

Significance of record in this area or the state: = ,v/-_cgji <0 i idie Sfj&'?{‘%if
vu UNeh - First af cuy Fuur (his ciea .

Additional material: (attach drawing, photograph, tape recording if available)
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harold b. spencer
2458 sunnyside avenue
salt lake city, utah 84108
May 8, 1989

A bird watcher's fantasy was fulfilled for me on Saturday,
April 29, when 2 male Hermit Warbler was spotted in my yard,
loczted on Sunnyside Ave., Jjust below Hogle Zoo.

I had been watching migrating warblers, mostly a flock of
Yel]ow—Rumped, in an oazk grove, about half leafed oeut, for

the two days preceding. There were several other interesting
sightings of the usual spring species, including an QOrange Crowned,
a Green Tailed Towhee, a pair of Blue Gray Gnatcatchers and

(l=2ter) Virginia's and Black Throated Gray Warblers. At about
11:30 AM Saturday I noticed o flash of brillisnt yellow and

soon had the bird in my glasses atout 25 ft. @way. It had a
completely yellow face with black eyes and a werbler bill,

a black bib coming to a point at the chin and clean white
underparts. I had my trusiy Peterson at hand and the Hermit
illustration 2lmost jumped out 2t me. The identification was

about as unmistakable as you can get, with all the other features
feedily seen. I was particularly struck by the brilliance of N
the yellow, reminding me of that on a Scott's Oriole. '

I woatched it for seversl minutes and was able to show it to

my wife. Not reslizing immediately how rare it was I consulted
my "Utah Birds" and decided I had better call Ella Sorensen.
Fortunately she happened to be home and was able to rush right
over. Mirasculously the bird showed itself in the same area for
another half hour bewteen 12:30 and 1:00, so that a good confir-
metion was made. This was the last seen of it.

As noted by Klla, this is the first spring sighting ever in Utah

and the first at any time for many years. It is far out of its
migrstory route pattern between Guatemala and MeXxico to its

breeding range in the forests of the Horthern Sierras and on into
vestern Oregon and Washington. Ryser states in "Birds of the

Creat Basin" that he has no reports of sightings east of the Sierras,

"Wood Werblers' World" states that it is one of the most difficult
warblers to find. Nesting is in the tops of second growth
coniferous forests, usucslly 100 ft. up, and it drops down for

o sighting only very occasionally. It is also said that no

other specieas is so unswervingly regular in its nesting habits.

We can only hope that this fellow somehow go® back on track in time.
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