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Description: (Write a detailed description of the bird's appearance, including
size, shape, plumage pattern, color, and any unique features.)
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On 9/29/88, I was conducting the weekly waterfowl/bird
census on Fish Springs NWR. I had just crossed a bridge over the
main canal (driving in truck) when 4 small birds flushed from the
canal edge near some bulrush. They flew up into some rabbitbrush
on the opposite bank, about 10 yards from the truck. While they
were flying, 3 were recognized as sparrows (white-crowned) but 1
was noticably smaller and had olive uppertail coverts and rump.
Realizing this bird was different, I stopped the truck to get a
better look. "Pishing"” brought the sparrows, a house finch, and
a warbler to the tops of the brush. The warbler was facing
slightly away from me and just below eye level. With 10 X 50
binoculars I could again see the olive rump and uppertail
coverts, as well as the distinct yellow undertail coverts and
whitish underparts. The bird then flushed about 10 more yards
away and landed again at the top of some rabbitbrush. I then
switched to my scope (about 25X) to view the bird.

The bird was sittting broadside, at about the same elevation

and was wagging/bobbing its tail (not flicking). The yellow
undertail coverts were again seen, as was the whitish belly and
breast. The whitish underparts were distinct from the yellow
undertail coverts and they did not appear to have any vyellow in
them at all. The breast seemed to have some faint streaking
(like an orange-crowned) on the sides, but my angle did not

afford a full view of the breast. The head had a distinct light
white eyebrow, not an eyering. At one point the bird tilted its
head and I got the impression it had a cap. The cap was not
distinct. At that particular angle I noticed a slightly darker
color change (brown) from the rest of the upperbody and it also

appeared to be more uniform. The upperbody appeared to be
grayish-brown and not of a uniform texture or color, giving an
indistinct streaked appearance. The wings were darker than the

body. I did not have time to really scrutinize the upperbody and
wings, so cannot give a better description of them.

I was able to go over the key features again before the bird
flew. These being the vellow undertail coverts, white underbody,
the whitish eyebrow, and the wagging/bobbing tail. The bird then
flew to a dry slough and could not be located again. I then
consulted the National Geographic field guide which helped me to
determine that it was a western palm warbler in non-breeding
plumage. The overall coloration and tail behavior fit the book
description and picture perfectly. Other species were ruled out
as they did not "fit" the bird I had seen.



