~. oqg-age 11286

Nov. 19, 1986

e

dugh =, Wingery

degional Bditor, im. Birds
Yountain Jest Kerrion

869 :ilwaukee Jt. ;
Jenver, 30 80206 :

b

fhom=as H. Rogers

eglonalfeditor, w' Birds

Horthern Rocky tiount-in-Intermount-in Regicn
. 10320 Maxwell |

spokane, 4i 99206

le: Two sightings of 3Jabine's Sull, Sept. 1986, one in each of your
regions. i

De~r Editors,

#hile traveling through your areas this £411 T was Dleased to have
two sightings of juvenile Sabine’s Gull. These sre both essentially
single observer sightings (except =s ntted), but I feel confident’of
their accuracy and tnought the regional sditors snvuld know about them.
S5ince the more southerly bird was seen first, two birds are certainly
iavilved. Perhaps there was a amall "flight" of 3abine's Gulls during
this period and this will h~1p to corroborate any cther renorts

you mizht receive., Full details fsllow.

L:Cbs=rvers: Lichzel 3. N land, M. Patricia Noland
LV RS .

i Lfime: ¥Mid-afternson {(perhaps 2:33 P.m. 4+ 1 hour),
Flraea: Southues st szhore of Zear Lake, from 3R 39 Jjust north of
Laketown, Z2ich Sounty, Utzah. ;

~

deather: 4 cold Front 73 miovine thr oueh
3

g 270 the area Auring the day with
3tring asrtherly (northyest?) Jinds. Adjacent southwest iyoming had
hesvy thunderstorms a=nd traveler's advisories for the mcuntains,
Qbsorvation: I was just nulling cut from the first la%keside parking
area north of Laketown when a 3mall gull-sige! hird with.sa strikingly
black and white pattern Sley tv. It was beating rapidly, traveling

north to south (the serong wind behind it), ocarallal to the lakeshore,
only some ten: of siivre. I pulled.back intd £he - . .
Darking arez, got out of 2 car, and relocated the hird through

19x¢40 binosculars. Zy the time I did, it w3 quickly disapnespring tc
the jouth, but I did note tiae following:3ize, shave, actions: 3 jmall
“onaparte's sized gull sith rather tarn like wing shane ang C b
zctions. He Seen.only briefly from absve and behind, “ut no obvious




most offmy observations it .as Flyind raridly back and forth over the
eastern end of the lake below my viewnsint. Italighted on the Lake
briefly on a fe. occ:sions. Once it soared up hich and away, causing
me ‘to lose it, but it eventually returned to tae same area. :lings '
and mantle. The suter srimaries were black all the way from the
wingtips to the carpal Jjoint. The upper wing coverts and mantle abppeared
ta be uniformly dirk gray, with no carpal bar or any other obvious -
markings. Clean wnite trianglea were loc=ted on the trailing half

of the wings in the second:ry, inner primary area. Head. The top

and sides of the head appenred slightly dark-r than tne m-ntle, giving
the impression of a hocd shen viewed f£rom the side (but [HBY a distinet
black hoodl. 'lo black collar, esr snot, or any other distinet
_mwrklnga-vére ;een,only«the slightly darker heoded ~ffect. Tail.
dhite, uonLrgstlng noticeably with d - rker mﬂntl“, and ith narro«,
clran cut black terminal Land, hich mad~ it easy to see that the tail
was definitely forked. Hill imahle bt see anything about it from

wy “istence, thined I lodked hard. It just seemes dark. lmdorn-ris,
tFartunately I £iiled to aote saything in prrticulsr about underparts
sy undsrwings, t.sugh I didi hove some o nortunitiss to do so.

2
Jitting. hen on the «ater ths bird looked v-ry Zark with no <bvious
Wnite areas snowing. sketch: I inclu‘e =z cony 2f a2 very crude
skotsh I made 1-ter that evenin~ Zrom wemory (I have Tadcded a translation
af \myr opiviesl scribBled natest.
f? Joé)
avy ?
o-"bj
\oet?
s 1
L

T

3iwnilars: Mone, given the cw“all ont views. o other gull has the
clean cut “l~ck, gray and valt ing pattern ol thisz snecies.

slthouzh the mantle color of JdvﬁnilP 3abine's Gull 1; supnosed to hbe
more of a gray brﬁvn I do not feel ny per nptiﬁn 2f it as dark gray
i3 in cznflict with this, given the ‘ietﬂnce ~f the bird and less than

ontimal weatin~r and iighting Cﬁndltlo ns.
nanelusion: The bird wss a Juvenlle 3abhine's Gull.

T hope these observ~tions are of some use td> y2u.

Good Birding!
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