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DOCUMENTATION OF UNUSUAL SIGHT RECORD

Common Name: Common Black Hawk Scientific Wame: Buteogallus
' anthracinus

o

Dates: Apr. 19, 1985 Tiriet About 11:30 a.me. Lo 12:45
About 1:30 n.m. o 2 par
Koy, 26y 1985 Times: 5:05 ‘pemi. Length of time observed: 10 sec.
Mumber: 1 ‘e Immature or sub-adult.
Tocation: Grafion sewage vlant ‘1b Lee's gravel vplant; both at

el T WJ - 3 F - ) -
Grafton, Wash. Cos, Utah 37 lﬁ':, 113°3M (Latilong block 19)

b
Elev. 3950 It,
Distance to bird: Variable, 20 to 100 yards.

Eisht Corditiens- “rﬂ“nn clouds to overcast on Avnr. 19. Tirst observ:tio:
5 v “
!

with bird back-limhted (=lso during ~hotorrsvhy). e Lleat 20
minnteg »ith ","r'{"‘! 1irhted from the front 2nd at LS desrees to
: LT ra L1 m . L 2 gree

the rirht, Sun was dovn’on Avr. 26 sighting.

Ovtical equipment: 6 X 18 binoculars, 20~ 60X spotting scope; 1250 mm.

lens on camera.
Weather: Rain in early morning, follow ed by mostly overcast, with some

clearing.

Descrivntion: A large hawk, about the
ghoved all WTwc?zrku'r}”n, ec
blagk and-off-white, The !

elongated wverticnl blotches
bu?f colored OPC&““Uuhd The undersidce i
horizont=zl stres hitd \ 5 herri ﬂff“rrm fals tun'r"_u

and EUO were bright yellow, with no feather covering,

fh
the bird flew the wings showed rrent vidth, extending backr
to the ta _1

Volce: Not heard.

Behavior: The bird vas sitting on choin~-link fence when I first saw
it. T% szt there for at leagt 20 minutes ile I studied it
throutgh the binoculars and snotting scove, and while T got out
of the coar and set um ~» camera on a trinod Tt then walked to
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t
cA ) 1 ¢
the ground “né bepan vicking at somet
o} . = ] S “ E.J

Tt walked ~larp the mn-dea- y Eehn e od A ey the roels

linine the sewage onds . short time later it flem bﬂc& to the
ton rail of the fence., After I circled the vond »nd tried to
approach frOm tqe opposite direction, it flew to an emnty wvond a

> >
auqrfer of a mile west. As I drove up the dike the havk flew
across the cond to a utility pole near the gate and sat there
until I scared it by lecving the pond.

When I returned about 45 minutes loter with my sister, Jewel
Gifford, the hawk was back at the largest pond. It circled around
us, soaring At a height of 50 to 100 ft. At one voint it circled
near a c¢liff just qorth of the nonds , and was ~ttacked by o pair
of rovens. Our last ohservation of it wos hen e circled (q_

nond and found it perched on a utility nole about 20 yards distant.
We watched it for a while, then backed away, leaving it there.

On Avr. 26 T drove over a rise in the road and found it sitting

in the rond eating something, Although it was omnl 10 oy 1 ards
away, it flew 1 wnto some nearby trees Before 1 coulg see anyth ¥

excent the broad wings and striped tail.



Habitat: BSewage disposal plant, with a 12-ncre nond in use and 2 Q-smcre
pond emonly.

Tawk and Golden Bagle are the only ones

1
o

: Red-tailed
at theot time of year. Red-tziled Hawk does not have

trined tail, has narrover wings, and has the tarsus vartly
feathered, Wings of the Golden Eagle are much longer, but
narrover in ‘provortion. The eagle also has feathered tarsus.

Txrerience with this svecies: T have had a2bout two dozen observations
of one and two in Springdale, vlus many in Arizona and along the
west coast of Mexico.

Books used: Golden and Peterson's field guides used to verify
G 2
e

identification at the

escrintion written from memory.
13

i record: This hawk is 2 sporadic summer resident 1
the Zion srea, with one vair seen regularly between 1962 and

Other observers: Jewel A, Gifford
’ Box 176
Svringdale, Utah 84767

Date "prevared: Avnr. 30, 1985.

Jerome L., Gifford
Box 85
Springdale, Utah 84767



