G oot phed Y - 1985

VERIFICATION OF UNUSUAL SIGHT RECORD FOR UTAH

Common Name: (Frent Eeret ' Scientific Name: Casmerodius albus
Date: Apr, 9, 1985 Time: 5:50- 6£:20 rnnlength of time observed: 30 nmin.
1 br ling
Number: 3 Age: ‘ee?l = Sex:
. £ nNon-ndreecing

Location: West pond, Grafton sewsge plant, Wash. Co., Utah.

Latilong: 1© Elevation (if known): 32950 ft.
Distance to bird: 50 yards Light conditions: ~risght sun; Pird.s
; : : from all angles as
Optical equipment: ré’}f 18 bihdeculars, circled them,
20« A0 X spotting scove.
Weather: Clear; scattered clouds to the north; warm.
Description: (Write a detailed description of the bird's appearance, including
size, shape, plumage pattern, color, and any unique features.)
lerge, vl it@ birds, ”it” long, yellor bills and black legs. Plumage

en if@1/ 'hite; the largest OWrd 1"1tﬂ plumes extending over the teil

and drooping into tqe water. Heads were long rather than rounded, but
the bills exceeded the hesds in length. Legs were glossy black, with
black feet., FEven the smaller birds were more than twice the body length

of the American Avocets and Black-necked Stilts th“t fed around uﬂem
The long necks were carried anh "8% curve that showved the shavne ev
)

:
rhen the bhirds were sittine e

1 1 . 2
a hunched positi



Voice or call notes and method of delivery: e

Behavior: Firds were standing in a hunche

vogition.. They moved arocund
wervously as I drove around them. '

Habitat: Empty sewage vond n1th malu buadles of rain water.

What similar species might it have been and how were these eliminated: ®Hoth Snowy

and Cattle Egrets are much smaller, closer to the size.oF the Avocets.
These birds were nearly as large as Great Plue Herons. Snowy Egret has
a black bill. Cattle Egret has 2 more rounded head, With the bill shorter

than the head dewnth.

What experience have you had with this and similar species: T have seen =2nd
photogranhed this svecies in the San Francisco area. Snowy Egrets are

common migrants here.

Books, illustrations, and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:
1Golden and Peterson's field rsuides used to verify identification at the
site.

Significance of record in this area or the state:
Fourth record in the Zion area.

Additional material: (attach drawing, photograph, tape recording if available)

Description from notes taken at time of sighting notes made later from memory v

Observer: Jevome L, Gifford Signature: W (‘l’ W
Box 85 % '

Address: f:?’)f“"j‘l’f'(“‘“ le . Ttah D], ?67

Other observers who independently identified this bird: Tone

Date preparea: z]f/c};/Qg“ &

Peturn this form to: Ella Sorensen
3868 Marsha Drive
West Vallev Citw, T'tah 24120



