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If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, a written descristion of your
observations is unnecessary. But, if you have seen comething unusual, and would
iike to share this with others, a written description is ascentizl. Compilers of
regional bird lists must insist that their records be scientifically sound; future
bird students--those studying occurrences 50 years from now--must have a written
record on which to depend. By providing the verifying written description, you
are employing a basic rule of the scientific method.
We recognize that experienced field observers can provide important. and ' M;YY']'B ]982
- reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description. Thus C)Eié%b
this reguest is an effort to perpetuate your record bv obtaining concrete evidernce
which may be permanently sreserved for examinatior. by others in the future. This
- procedure is required fox every extraordinary cbservation, irrmspective of
the observer. :
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Describe the habi :at in which you observed tha bird:
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»n great detail the bird which vou saw. Emphasize particularlv the field B e
2d to identify the bird, but include a compleze devaription of the bird,
.Je size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern; details on shape or size of bill,
.gs, and tail. (Reference to its resemblance to field guide descriptions is not
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Describe the b:. d's calls or sounds, if heard; :an".udlng rmethod of delivery--
i.e., from nercn, 3_'1 fllc:ht, etc.:
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This report was written from notes made during /\< after observation; from memory
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