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MATHESON PRESERVE 
BIRD CHECK LIST 

 
 
Ar c i ng ar ound a s l ow bend of  t he Col or ado Ri ver  near  Moab,  t he Scot t  M.  
Mat heson Wet l ands Pr eser ve i s  a ver dant  haven i n t he ar i d,  hi gh count r y of  t he 
Col or ado Pl at eau.  A l i t er al  “ oasi s i n t he deser t , ”  t he 895- acr e pr eser ve i s  
home t o an ext r aor di nar y var i et y of  wi l dl i f e,  i nc l udi ng mor e t han 225 speci es 
of  bi r ds.  Thi s wat er y wor l d of  t r ees and gr asses of f er s t he onl y shel t er  and 
f or age habi t at  of  i t s  k i nd on t hi s r i ver  syst em i n Ut ah.  
 
Thi s f i el d checkl i s t  of  bi r ds f ound i n t he pr eser ve,  f ol l owi ng t he A. O. U.  
f or mat ,  i s  desi gned t o hel p you i dent i f y  and r ecor d your  per sonal  obser vat i ons.  
 
BREEDI NG STATUS 
•  Est abl i shed r ecor d of  nest i ng i n t he pr eser ve 
*  No r ecor ded s i ght i ng i n t he pr eser ve but  obser ved al ong t he boundar y of  t he 
  Wet l ands 
 
RELATI VE ABUNDANCE 
A  =  ABUNDANT;  hi gh number s occur  i n pr eser ve 
C  =  COMMON;  moder at e number s pr esent  
U  =  UNCOMMON;  exi st s i n l ow number s 
I   =  I RREGULAR;  expect ed but  may not  be f ound each year  
Ac =  ACCI DENTAL;  out  of  i t s  r ange and not  expect ed t o be seen.  
 
SEASONS  
SP = Spr i ng ( Mar ch- May)  
SU = Summer  ( June- August )  
FA = Fal l  ( Sept ember - November )  
WI  = Wi nt er  ( December - Febr uar y)  
 
Dat e: ____________________________________________________________ 
Ti me: ____________________________________________________________ 
Weat her : _________________________________________________________ 
Locat i on: ________________________________________________________ 
Speci es: _________________________________________________________ 
Not es: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Thi s l i s t  was updat ed i n 2004.  
Obser vat i ons updat i ng t hi s l i s t  ar e encour aged f or  submi ssi on.  Pl ease send 
t hese r epor t s t o:  
The Nat ur e Conser vancy 
Moab Pr oj ect  Of f i ce 
P. O.  Box 1329,  Moab,  UT 84532 
Or  cal l  ( 435)  259- 4629 
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      SP SU     FA WI  
SWANS,  GEESE & DUCKS 
Gr eat er  Whi t e- f r ont ed Goose  Ac -  -  -  
Snow Goose     I  -  -  I  
Ross’  Goose     I  -  -  -  
Canada Goose •     A C A A 
Tundr a Swan     -  -  -  I  
Wood Duck     U I  I  U 
Gadwal l      C I  C C 
Amer i can Wi dgeon    U -  U U 
Mal l ar d •      A C A A 
Bl ue- wi nged Teal     I  I  I  -  
Ci nnamon Teal     C U C U 
Nor t her n Shovel er     C -  C I  
Nor t her n Pi nt ai l     U I  I  I  
Gr een- wi nged Teal     A I  A A 
Canvasback     I  -  -  -  
Redhead     U I  I  I  
Ri ng- necked Duck    C I  U C 
Gr eat er  Scaup    I  -  -  -  
Lesser  Scaup    I  -  I  -  
Buf f l ehead     U I  U U 
Common Gol deneye    U I  U U 
Hooded Mer ganser     I  -  I  I  
Common Mer ganser     C I  C C 
Red- br east ed Mer ganser    I  -  -  -  
Ruddy Duck     I  I  I  -  
 
GROUSE,  PHEASANTS,  TURKEYS & QUAI L 
Chukar      -  -  -  I  
Ri ng- necked Pheasant    A A A A 
Wi l d Tur key     I  -  -  -  
 
GREBES 
Pi ed- bi l l ed Gr ebe •    C C C U 
Hor ned Gr ebe    I  -  I  -  
Ear ed Gr ebe I     -  -  -  
West er n Gr ebe    I  I  I  -  
Cl ar k ’ s Gr ebe    -  -  I  -  
 
PELI CANS & CORMORANTS 
Amer i can Whi t e Pel i can   I  I  I  -  
Doubl e- cr est ed cor mor ant   I  -  -  -  
 
HERONS & BI TTERNS 
Amer i can bi t t er n    I  -  I  -  
Gr eat  Bl ue Her on •    C C C U 
 
Gr eat  Egr et  *     -  -  -  I  
Snowy Egr et      U I  I  -  
Cat t l e Egr et     I  -  -  I  
Gr een Her on     U I  U U 
Bl ack- cr owned Ni ght  Her on •   C C I  Ac 
 
I BI S 
Whi t e- f aced I bi s    C I  I  -  
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SP  SU FA WI  
HAWKS,  FALCONS & VULTURES 
Tur key Vul t ur e    U U U -  
Ospr ey     I  -  I  -  
Bal d Eagl e     I  -  I  I  
Nor t her n Har r i er     C U C C 
Shar p- shi nned Hawk   C U C C 
Cooper ’ s Hawk •     C C C C 
Red- t ai l ed Hawk    U I  U U 
Rough- l egged Hawk    -  -  -  I  
Nor t her n Goshawk    -  -  -  I  
Gol den Eagl e    U U U U 
Amer i can Kest r el     U U U U 
Mer l i n     I  -  -  I  
Per egr i ne Fal con    U U I  I  
Pr ai r i e Fal con    I  -  I  I  
 
CRANES,  RAI LS,  GALLI NULES & COOTS 
Vi r gi ni a Rai l     U U U U 
Sor a Rai l      I  I  I  I  
Common Moor hen    Ac -  -  -  
Amer i can Coot  •     A A A A 
Sandhi l l  Cr ane    I  I  I  -  
 
PLOVERS & SANDPI PERS 
Semi pal mat ed Pl over    I  -  -  -  
Ki l l deer      I  I  I  I  
Bl ack- necked St i l t    I  -  -  -  
Amer i can Avocet     -  I  -  -  
Gr eat er  Yel l owl egs   I  I  I  -  
Lesser  Yel l owl egs    I  -  I  -  
Sol i t ar y Sandpi per    I  I  I  -  
Spot t ed Sandpi per  •    U I  I  -    
West er n Sandpi per     I  I  I  -  
Least  Sandpi per     I  -  I  -  
Bai r d’ s Sandpi per     I  -  I  -  
Long- bi l l ed Dowi t cher    I  I  -  -  
Wi l son’ s Sni pe    I  I  I  I  
Wi l son’ s Phal ar ope   I  -  -  I  
 
GULLS,  TERNS & ALCI DS 
Fr ankl i n’ s Gul l     I  -  -  -  
Ri ng- bi l l ed Gul l     I  -  -  -  
For st er ’ s Ter n    I  -  I  -  
 
PI GEONS & DOVES 
Rock Pi geon     U -  U U  
Whi t e- wi nged Dove *    -  I  -  -  
Mour ni ng Dove •     C C C I  
 
CUCKOOS & ROADRUNNERS 
Yel l ow- bi l l ed Cuckoo •    I  I  -  -  
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      SP SU FA  WI  
TYPI CAL OWLS 
Bar n Owl  *      -  -  -  I  
West er n Scr eech Owl    U U -  U 
Gr eat  Hor ned Owl     -  -  -  I  
Nor t her n Pygmy Owl    -  -  I  I  
Long- ear ed Owl  •     U U -  U    
Shor t - ear ed Owl     I  -  -  -  
Nor t her n Saw- whet  Owl    -  -  -  I  
 
GOATSUCKERS 
Common Ni ght hawk    I  I  I  -  
 
SWI FTS 
Vaux’ s Swi f t     Ac -  Ac -  
Whi t e- t hr oat ed Swi f t    C C C -  
 
 
HUMMI NGBI RDS 
Bl ack- chi nned Hummi ngbi r d •   C C U -  
Cal l i ope Hummi ngbi r d   -  I  I  -  
Br oad- t ai l ed Hummi ngbi r d  -  I  -  -  
Ruf ous Hummi ngbi r d   -  U I  -  
 
KI NGFI SHER 
Bel t ed Ki ngf i sher     U U U U 
 
WOODPECKERS 
Lewi s’ s Woodpecker    -  -  I  -  
Red- naped Sapsucker    -  I  I  I  
Downy Woodpecker     I  I  I  I  
Hai r y Woodpecker     -  -  I  I  
Nor t her n Fl i cker     C U A A 
 
 
FLYCATCHERS 
Ol i ve- s i ded Fl ycat cher    -  I  I  -  
West er n Wood- Pewee   I  I  I  -  
Wi l l ow Fl ycat cher     U I  -  -  
Least  Fl ycat cher     -  -  Ac -  
Hammond’ s Fl ycat cher    I  I  I  -  
Gr ay Fl ycat cher     I  I  I  -  
Dusky Fl ycat cher     I  U I  -  
Cor di l l er an Fl ycat cher    -  U U -  
Bl ack Phoebe    I  -  -  -  
Say’ s Phoebe    U U U U 
Ver mi l i on Fl ycat cher    -  Ac -  -  
Ash- t hr oat ed Fl ycat cher    U U U -  
West er n Ki ngbi r d •    C C C -  
East er n Ki ngbi r d    -  Ac -  -  
 
SHRI KES 
Logger head Shr i ke    I  -  I  I  
Nor t her n Shr i ke    I  -  I  U 
 

        
 



 5 

      SP SU FA  WI  
VI REOS 
Gr ay Vi r eo     -  I  -  -  
Pl umbeous Vi r eo    U I  U -  
Cassi n’ s Vi r eo    -  -  I  -  
War bl i ng Vi r eo    U U U -  
 
JAYS & CROWS 
St el l er ’ s  Jay    -  -  I  I   
West er n Scr ub- Jay    U U U U 
Pi nyon Jay     -  I  I  -    
Cl ar k ’ s Nut cr acker    -  -  -  I  
Bl ack- bi l l ed Magpi e •    A A A A 
Amer i can Cr ow •     C C C C 
Common Raven    C C C C 
 
SWALLOWS 
Tr ee Swal l ow    I  -  -  -  
Vi ol et - gr een Swal l ow   A C U -   
Nor t her n Rough- wi nged Swal l ow  U U U -  
Bank Swal l ow    I  -  -  -  
Cl i f f  Swal l ow    U U U -   
Bar n Swal l ow    U U U -  
 
TI TMI CE,  VERDI NS & BUSHTI TS 
Bl ack- capped Chi ckadee •   C C C C 
Mount ai n Chi ckadee   U -  U U 
Juni per  Ti t mouse    I  I  I  -  
Busht i t  •      U U U U 
 
NUTHATCHES & CREEPERS 
Red- br east ed Nut hat ch   -  I  I  I  
Whi t e- br east ed Nut hat ch   -  I  U U 
Br own Cr eeper     I  -  I  I  
 
WRENS 
Rock Wr en     I  I  I  I  
Canyon Wr en     -  U U I  
Bewi ck’ s Wr en    U U U U 
House Wr en     I  -  I  -  
Wi nt er  Wr en     Ac -  -  -  
Mar sh Wr en •     C C C C 
 
DI PPERS 
Amer i can Di pper     -  -  -  I  
 
KI NGLETS & GNATCATCHERS 
Gol den- cr owned Ki ngl et    I  -  I  I   
Ruby- cr owned Ki ngl et    C U C C 
Bl ue- gr ay Gnat cat cher •    C C U U 
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SP SU FA WI  
THRUSHES 
East er n Bl uebi r d    -  -  -  Ac 
Mount ai n Bl uebi r d    U I  C C 
Townsend’ s Sol i t ai r e   U -  -  U 
Swai nson’ s Thr ush    -  I  -  -  
Her mi t ’ s  Thr ush    U I  I  U 
Amer i can Robi n •     A C C A 
 
THRASHERS 
Gr ay Cat bi r d    -  Ac -  -  
Nor t her n Mocki ngbi r d   I  -  -  I  
Sage Thr asher     -  Ac Ac I  
 
STARLI NGS 
Eur opean St ar l i ng •    U U U C 
 
PI PI TS 
Amer i can Pi pi t     I  -  I  I  
 
WAX WI NGS & PHAI NOPEPLAS 
Cedar  Waxwi ng    I  I  U U 
 
WOOD WARBLERS 
Or ange- cr owned War bl er    I  U I  -  
Nashvi l l e War bl er     I  I  I  -  
Vi r gi ni a’ s War bl er    U U U -  
Lucy’ s War bl er     I  I  -  -  
Yel l ow War bl er     U U U -  
Magnol i a War bl er     Ac -  -  -  
Yel l ow- r umped War bl er    A U C A 
Bl ack- t hr oat ed Gr ay War bl er   U U U -  
Townsend’ s War bl er    -  I  I  -  
Amer i can Redst ar t     -  -  Ac -  
Pr ot honot ar y War bl er    Ac -  -  -  
Wor m- eat i ng War bl er    Ac -  -  -  
Ovenbi r d     Ac -  -  -  
Nor t her n Wat er t hr ush   I  I  I  -  
Mour ni ng War bl er     -  -  Ac -  
MacGi l l i vr ay’ s War bl er    U U U -  
Common Yel l owt hr oat  •    C C C -  
Hooded War bl er     -  Ac -  -  
Wi l son’ s War bl er     U U U -  
Yel l ow- br east ed Chat  •    A A C -  
 
TANAGERS 
Summer  Tanager     -  Ac Ac -  
West er n Tanager     U U U -      
 
GROSBEAKS,  BUNTI NGS,  TOWHEES & SPARROWS 
Gr een- t ai l ed Towhee   I  I  I  I  
Spot t ed Towhee •     A A A A 
Aber t ’ s  Towhee    -  -  Ac -   
Amer i can Tr ee Spar r ow   -  -  -  I  
Chi ppi ng Spar r ow    U I  I  -  
Br ewer ’ s Spar r ow    I  I  I  -     
Vesper  Spar r ow    I  -  I  -      
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SP SU  FA  WI  

Lar k Spar r ow    -  I  I  -  
Sage Spar r ow    -  -  I  -  
Savannah Spar r ow    I  -  -  -  
Song Spar r ow    U U A A 
Li ncol n’ s Spar r ow    I  I  I  I  
Whi t e- t hr oat ed Spar r ow   Ac -  Ac Ac 
Har r i s ’ s Spar r ow    I  -  -  I  
Whi t e- cr owned Spar r ow   C I  A A 
Gol den- cr owned Spar r ow   Ac -  -  Ac 
Dar k- eyed Junco    C I  C A  
Bl ack- headed Gr osbeak •    A A U -  
Bl ue Gr osbeak •     U U U -  
Lazul i  Bunt i ng    U I  I  -  
I ndi go Bunt i ng    -  I  -  -  
 
ORI OLES & BLACKBI RDS 
Bobol i nk     I  -  -  -  
Red- wi nged Bl ackbi r d •    A A A C 
West er n Meadowl ar k •    U U U I  
Yel l ow- headed Bl ackbi r d   I  I  I  -  
Br ewer ’ s Bl ackbi r d   I  -  -  -  
Common Gr ackl e    -  I  I  I  
Gr eat - t ai l ed Gr ackl e •    U U -  U 
Br own- headed Cowbi r d   U U U -  
Bul l ock’ s Or i ol e •    A A I  -  
 
 
FI NCHES 
Cassi n’ s Fi nch    -  I  I  -  
House Fi nch •     C C A C  
Red Cr ossbi l l  *     -  -  I  -  
Pi ne Si ski n     -  I  I  -  
Lesser  Gol df i nch    I  I  I  -  
Amer i can Gol df i nch   U U C U 
Eveni ng Gr osbeak    -  -  I  I  
 
WEAVER FI NCHES  
House Spar r ow •     C C C C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              


